Contemporary Personalities
He has been a Conservative all his life.   To his labour is largely due the position of the Conservative Party in Lancashire, and particularly in Liverpool. He has not obtained a position so dazzling by the i t                 facile gift of eloquence, to which he himself, though
* 1"                quite a genial and painstaking speaker, would lay
no claim. He has attained it in the first place by self-denial and by dogged tenacity, by sacrificing his social life to irksome political engagements, by making long train journeys to attend meetings which must often in perspective have seemed trivial and unimportant, j                    counting his own leisure and enjoyment as absolutely
unimportant, if and when these came into collision with his sense of public duty. And he has been aided always by a natural kindliness and charm which are kindly and charming simply because they are so ]               spontaneous. He is extraordinarily human; and the
explanation of his  success  with the  democracy  of Lancashire is that he has never been «the victim of the delusion of caste.    He quite genuinely sees  in i.               every man an equal and a possible friend.    From the
first word to the last Thackeray's " Book of Snobs 55 |                   had nothing to teach Lord Derby.
i j                      It would be surprising if qualities so charming had
not their antidote.   Lord Derby finds it more difficult t   f               to refuse than to give.    The same temperamental
weakness has brought many delightful ladies, from Moll  Flanders  onwards,  to  disaster.    And  it  has L. ••                occasionally in Lord Derby's case produced the dis-
tressing consequence that he has promised two quite [,-•'               different people, who want quite different things, his
warm support.    And the resultant crisis has always ;               caused him genuine pain.
He has9 indeed, a loyalty to colleagues which a
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